Numerology

Mardi Gras Mambo

For many Americans, New Orleans and Mardi Gras are near synonymous—and last year’s Carnival marked
a 25-year high in partygoers visiting the Big Easy. Before we break out our feather boas and doubloons,

here’s a look at the festivities, by the numbers. 2 BY MARGARET RHODES
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Mardi Gras celebrations

have Been canceled 13
times—for, among other
reasons, a YELLOW-FEVER
epidemic and riots during

the Reconstruction—but

not after Hurricane Katrina.
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